(Pp. x+(47. 84s.) London, New York and Toronto: Oxford University Press (Geoffrey Ctmberlege). 1954. In his preface to the first edition of this Practical Manual, the author began: "The last few years have witnessed a remarkable development in the diagnosis and treatment of disorders of the chest . . ." If this was the case in 1935, it is even more so to-day. Since the last edition of this book appeared in 1948, the active treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis has been almost transformed by improved knowledge of antibacterial drugs and the increased scope of surgical technique. Similar advances, although less spectacular, have been witness-d in other departments of chest medicine.
This new knowledge has been incorperated in the present edition of this book with a necessary avoidance of too much detail. The subject matter has been arranged in conventional style with the first section devoted to preliminary considerations of anatomy, physiology, radiology and systematic examination. An important chapter has been inserted on the relation of chest disease to general medicine and pathology, a subject which is steadily increasing in significance as the tissue basis of the pathology of the Collagen group of disorders becomes more clearly defined. This chapter would respond to amplification. The author has, to a large extent, called upon his own personal experience to which the number of case reports bears testimony. The Manual can be regarded as one of the most comprehensive single-volume textbooks in the language. The production is good and the illustrations are, with few exceptions, excellent. ThiF book was written primarily for general practitioners and hospital residents. It aims te provide a guide for the management of all types of emergency condition from the time of their first being seen to their disposal for definitive treatment. For rapid reference, the subjects are arranged in alphabetical order. The character of the different entries varies. Thus, under the heading of "Death Cases", brief practical instructions are given on how to determine that the individual is dead and what to do in cases of doubt. On the other hand, under "Abdominal Pain" there is a list of 68 conditions which may cause abdominal pain. The biggest list is under "Acute Poisoning" which extends to one hundred and fifteen pages, and constitutes a catalogue of the symptoms and treatment of almost every possible poisonous agent.
The book thus varies under its different entries from being a simple practical guide to an encyclopaedic book of reference, and it is this uncertainty of intent which constitutes its weakness. The actual advice given is, in general, sound and very up to date.
There is a final chapter on administrative and medicolegal procedure which, being based on American experience, will not necessarily apply in this country.
Proceedings of the First World Conference on Medical Education. London 1953. (Pp. xvi +804. I plate. 60s.) London, New York and Toronto: Oxford Urniversity Press (Geoffrey Cumberlege). 1954. In this well-edited and beautifully produced volume are collected together nearly a hundred addresses delivered at the First World Conference on Medical Education held in London in 1953 under the auspices of the World Medical Association and the presidency of Sir Lionel Whitby. After each address follows a brief summary of it in English, French and Spanish. Brief accounts of the discussions are also included but, in general, these add little to the value of the book.
Sir Richard Livingstone's address on "What is Education?" rises to a high philosophic level and should be read by all medical teachers.
The main portion of the book is divided into four sections dealing respectively with the requirements for entry into medical schools, the aims and content of the medical curriculum, techniques and methods of medical education, and preventive and social medicine. On reading the first section one notes that there is no certain way of choosing those who will become good doctors, for by every way of choosing there is a considerable wastage. Intelligence and aptitude tests do not seem to fulfil expectations. We were impressed by the plea put forward by Sir Charles Dodds for the integration of the teaching of chemistry under one administrative control, instead of its being taught piecemeal in several separate d-partments.
In the second section come some stimulating addresses. Melville Arnott adopts a very reasonable view of "The Aims of the Medical Curriculum", while Sir Henry Cohen's distilled wisdom on "The Balanced Curriculum" reads almost like an oration of Cicero. In this section appear the two most striking and original suggestions for co-ordination of teaching. S. Zuckerman and H. P. Gilding
